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Hyacinth’s	Place	Dinning	Area:		We	provide	three	meals	each	day	for	our	residents.	

 
	
ACHIEVEMENTS -2017:  
 
 In 2017, Hyacinth’s Place realized one of the objectives of its long-term strategic plan.  The 
formation of a robust nine member volunteers Board of Directors. At this time, after steering 
the organization through the first six challenging years, the Rev. Dr. Emmanuel Grantson 
stepped down as the Board President but remains a spiritual counselor to the Board. Our 
current President is Ms. Teresa Ferrante formerly a civil rights lawyer and manager in the Civil 
Rights Division at the United States Department of Justice.  She is a member of the DC, 
Maryland, California, and US Supreme Court Bars.  She now owns a real estate brokerage firm 
serving DC and Maryland.   Our Board is comprised of varied disciplines critical to the growth 
of the organization. This Board is not only volunteering its time but is also financially 
supporting Hyacinth’s Place.  
 
In November 2018, Hyacinth’s Place will enter its seventh year of serving homeless women 
with a mental health diagnosis.  There have been challenging times but we have persevered.  
Over the years, our limited finances left us largely dependent on the services of volunteers.  
However in 2017, we were able to carefully prioritize funding for an accounting firm to 
manage the organization’s finances.  We were also able to address another crucial area in our 
staffing and employ an experienced and qualified part-time fundraiser and a part-time 
administrator.  Now Hyacinth’s Place, with the support of its Board of Directors, staff and 
donors are aggressively addressing the second objective of its strategic plan…… long term 
financial sustainability.  
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OUR SERVICES OVER THE PAST YEAR:  
 
 In 2017, Hyacinth’s Place continued offering a warm nurturing environment for women who were 
homeless and who were diagnosed with mental health issues.  On entering Hyacinth’s Place, each new 
resident is assigned their own efficiency style apartment.  Each unit has a private bathroom, 
kitchenette, and enough personal space to ensure the privacy critical to the women we serve. We staff 
the program on a 24 hour basis, simultaneously monitoring the exterior and interior building with 
security cameras.  Although we have fifteen efficiency units, it does not mean we are limited to serving 
fifteen women.  Last year we served nineteen women.  When a woman is identified as needing services 
in areas such as financial management, substance abuse counseling, medication education, anger 
management, improving daily living skills or vocational rehabilitation, Hyacinth’s Place either provides 
these services or we work closely with a number of collaborating partners to ensure these resources 
are available. When the goal of emotional, financial and vocationally stable has been realized, we work 
in collaboration with our community partners to place the woman back in the larger community.  Last 
year, four of our graduates moved to one-bedroom apartments where they continue to live productive 
lives. 	
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All four floors of Hyacinth’s Place are adorned with live plants.  Plant therapy is recommended to our ladies 

                                                                                                                                                                                                            
BOARD OF DIRECTORS HIGHLIGHTS….. 2017   Apart from supporting this non-profit financially, the 
Board of Directors participated on a variety of levels in the growth of Hyacinth’s Place. A chain of 
events started when a Board member called a foundation to enlighten them about our work. This 
resulted in a site visit where there was an opportunity to speak with the residents and view firsthand 
the work of the organization. Funders were surprised at the extent of our work with such a limited 
budget.  The foundation then funded Hyacinth’s Place above and beyond our expectation. Our work 
was then recommended to other foundations for funding.  Throughout 2017, volunteers and members 
of the Board of Directors through a number of community events, helped to spread the word about 
the work of Hyacinth’s Place.  Through this process, we earned funds, gained donors and attracted 
volunteers.  Another Board member brought a number of “motorcycling, ““purple T-shirt wearing” 
Omega Psi Phi’s roaring down Bladensburg Rd. as early as 9:00 a.m. on a Saturday morning to spruce 
up our “Healing Garden,” paint our Gazebo and do general repairs to our building. On the 
recommendation of yet another Board member the University of Maryland AKAs started with one 
week-end of volunteer work at Hyacinth’s Place and are now “monthly volunteers “except for 
semester breaks.  The AKAs have escorted the ladies to the African American Museum; worked with 
them on designing ideas for the healing garden and have spent weekend hours involved in dance, 
exercise and outdoor cookouts.  Yet another member of the Board of Directors used “Yelp” to attract 
local community entrepreneurs to visit Hyacinth’s Place and shared encouraging and uplifting 
ideas/experiences in what some of the ladies have called “Sisters’ Quality Time.” 
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Omega Psi Phi… Volunteers …Board members…Residents 

 

DEFINING SUCCESS:	 	 At Hyacinth’s Place, success is sometimes defined by the expressions of 
gratitude and contentment, that lets you know a woman is now enjoying “peace of mind.” 
Sometimes, it can be defined by the number of women who qualify to move on to independent living 
in the larger community, but success is always what we like to think of as “a feeling of fulfillment.”  
This feeling of fulfillment comes from the fact that we have been “witness to the Journey.”  Having 
said this, in the summer of 2017 the staff of Hyacinth’s Place attended the wedding of a former 
resident that left us crying with nothing but pride. When that woman interviewed for housing at 
Hyacinth’s, the picture we witnessed walking down the aisle was never in “the cards.”  The women 
who enter Hyacinth’s Place are prepared to work on their issues and if they do not, our collaborating 
partners are ready to lend a helping hand.  In this instance, the staff worked diligently to help this 
resident climb out of the abyss of depression, address issues of abuse and alcoholism. When the 
tools were furnished and compassion, attention, and understanding were provided, the 
transformation was not only mental but it was also physical.  The self-confidence in her gait replaced 
the defensive posture; the bright smile, shiny well groomed locks, and healthy weight were evidence 
of self care that weren’t present when she initially arrived at Hyacinth’s Place.  The cameras were 
flashing; she was gliding up the aisle; the groom was beaming and we the staff of Hyacinth’s Place 
were crying.  We cried because we were “witnesses to the journey.”  The taste of success felt good.  
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The tall glass windows that light up the interior of the building not only help our women 

 Who are addressing issues of depression but it is also a nurturing environment for our plant life. 
 

 THANK YOU FOR WHAT YOU DO…..  There is a woman who is retired and takes care of a sick 
husband.  I recently found out she is also taking care of a dying son.  Every month, she gives me a 
check for $30.00.  At the beginning of the year, she wrote a check for $100 and again said “Thank 
you for what you do.”  Now, I always respond with “No, thank you for what you do.”  Joe is a 
widower who is in his 80s.  He drives every Tuesday about 35 miles each way to sit with the ladies 
of Hyacinth’s Place where he teaches them needlepoint.  In addition, Joe makes financial 
contributions to Hyacinth’s Place. “Joe:  thank you for what you do.”  Christine is a pensioner and 
for four years she has sent me a check for $100.00 each month.  In December 2017 she told me “my 
goal was to push myself to give you $2000.00 and I am so glad I was able to do so.  “Christine:  Thank 
you for what you do.”  In 2012, “Women Gro-Dank-Boyz dc started a Thanksgiving affair which I 
now think of as a “tradition.”  They throw a party and the entrance fee is a gift for the Women of 
Hyacinth’s Place. Each year we receive gifts valued over $5,000.  “WomenGro-Dank-Boyz DC,” 
thanks for what you do.”  In 2014, at a Hyacinth’s Place Annual fundraiser, a staff member of the 
Washington Metro Area Transit Authority (WMATA) said the magic words “How can we help?”  
WMATA started a yearly drive … twin comforters for the ladies of Hyacinth’s Place. Now the beds 
of our ladies are always covered with beautiful warm comforters. “Thank you Rhonda for all you 
do.” One day I overheard a conversation between a Board member and someone else. He was 
talking about his drive to Richmond VA twice a week where he teaches at the University.  He was 
having trouble with his vehicle which he kept repairing for some years now.  He mentioned he could 
not afford to purchase another vehicle, with his kids in University etc. I stopped cold because I knew 
how much money he had already contributed to Hyacinth’s Place in less than a year.  He could have 
easily made a down-payment on a new vehicle. “Thank you Board Members for all you do.” 
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An	evening	at	Ben’s	Chili	Bowl	“H”	street	allowed	us	to	promote	our	work	in	the	community	raise	consciousness	
and	attract	volunteers																																																																																																																																									

HOW YOU CAN HELP……We are often asked by well-wishers “How can I help?”  Your support would be 
invaluable in so many ways.  At the top of our list are volunteers with expertise in the following areas: 

Landscapers:   Carpenters: Information Technology Specialists:     Digital Marketing:    
Grant-Writers:  Electricians: Auditors:      Photographers:     Event Planners:   Fundraisers: 
  
Hyacinth’s Place has fifteen furnished efficiency units for the ladies who arrive looking for shelter. We 
can use:  Mattresses (twin) & zipped mattress covers:   pillows & bed sheets (twin): comforters (twin) 
& shower curtains:  bathroom rugs & shower mats:  Plant therapy and gardening are promoted at 
Hyacinth’s Place so we welcome household plants and/or garden seeds for the balcony and our 
“healing garden.”  Birdseed for our “bird feeders” and any household/cleaning supplies. 
Administrative supplies to promote our Behavioral and Therapeutic services. We offer the ladies three 
meals each day so prepared meals or food products would be appreciated.  If you are ever in doubt, 
when shopping for yourself, think of us because we can easily use the same……..  
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THANK YOU 
YOUR SUPPORT MEANS EVERYTHING 

a 	
Our Donors and Partners 

DC DEPARTMENT OF BEHAVIORAL HEALTH	
DC HOUSING AUTHORITY      WORKERS OF ST. ALBANS 
ARCANA FOUNDATION      MILLER & CHEVALIER FOUNDATION 
WOMENGRO-DANZ BOYS –DC      GABRIELLE MOSELEY 
MS. TINA FRUNDT        SYLVANITA HENDRICKS & MORSE HENDRICKS 
SHELLY & TOM AHERN      DIARRA GREEN 
RESHEDA DELOATCH       CLAUDETTE JOHNSON  
CAMILLE MCKENZIE       FREIDA G JONES 
CHRISTINE JONES       JOHN JOSEPH JORDAN 
AKA s– University of Maryland       OMEGA PSI PHI 
ZACHARY’S JEWELERS      SONDRA LOVELL 
TAITT EADDY       JERNA JACOBSON 
EDNA JAMES       RAY PERRY 
RHONDA POPE       ANNA BARNS 
JERSEL WATSON       RACHEL PEDNOS  
MS. FINNEY       REV. ALBERTA JOHNSON 
MR./MRS. THOMAS GILBERT 
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	 When Giving Is All We Have…  Alberto	Ríos,	1952	

 
Beautifully prepared Thanksgiving meal prepared by volunteers for the women of Hyacinth’s Place.	

 
We give because someone gave to us. 
We give because nobody gave to us. 

We give because giving has changed us. 
We give because giving could have changed us. 

 
We have been better for it… we have been wounded by it— 

Giving has many faces  
It is loud and quiet…  Big, though small,  

Diamond in wood-nails. 
 

Its story is old, the plot worn and the pages too, 
but we read this book, anyway, over and over again 

Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand, 
Mine to yours, yours to mine. 

 
You gave me blue and I gave you yellow. 

Together we are simple green.  
You gave me what you did not have, and I gave you 

what I had to give— 
Together, we made something greater		

from the difference. 
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Statement of Financial Activities: 
Hyacinth’s Place finances are managed by Lykke LLC.   With the support of our Board of Directors, 
there was a consorted effort to address the strengths and weaknesses of Hyacinth’s Place financial 
management department. Recognizing the need to address the financial capacity of the organization, 
the Board moved away from utilizing volunteers and part-time staff in this specific area and 
outsourced our finances to a reputable and efficient financial/accounting firm.  IUL- Hyacinth’s Place 
appreciates the very important trust each donor places in this nonprofit. Financial transparency and 
accountability goes beyond what the law requires, and we intend to earn and maintain both 
transparency and accountability.  Shown below, are charts (1) illustrating Hyacinth’s Place 2017 
Income/Expenses; (2) a breakdown of the organization’s expenses, and (3) a breakdown of the 
organization’s revenue sources. 
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Our Board of Directors		
Teresa A. Ferrante, Esq: (President):   

Dr. Kweku-Muata Osei-Bryson: (Vice President)  

Oke Anyaegbunam: (Treasurer) 

Laura Ehle: (Secretary) 

Tamara Teixeira: MA. NCC. LPC. LCPC: (Director)  

Rev. Dr. Jaylene Chase- Sands: (Director) 

Michelle Batchelor, MA: (Director) 

Ann Daniels, MA: (Director) 

Barbara Gross, MA: (Director) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


